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Digital Assets 
In Your Estate Plan 

 

 

You may have already created an estate plan for your loved ones to inherit your property. One 
of the most overlooked properties to include in the estate plan are your digital assets.  

Why It’s Important to Account for Digital Assets in Your Estate Plan 

If you don’t include your digital assets in your estate plan, your heirs may not be able to 
access all of the electronic information you leave behind. Also, federal privacy laws make it 
difficult for internet companies to provide access to heirs unless arrangements have been 
made in advance. 

Many states, including California, have adopted the Revised Uniform Fiduciary Access to 
Digital Assets Act (RUFADA) which provides guidance for an owner of digital property to give 
fiduciaries access to digital assets. Without this consent, fiduciaries may not have access to 
electronic communications and other digital assets. Therefore, by naming the fiduciaries in 
your estate plan, they will have the ability to access and manage your digital property to the 
full extent permitted under the law. 

Examples of Digital Assets (Not All-Inclusive) 

• Files stored on your electronic devices, including but not limited to, desktop 
computers, laptops, tablets, peripherals, storage devices, mobile phones, 
smartphones, and any similar digital device; 

• Passwords (and answers to secret questions) for all your electronic devices, the cloud, 
online accounts, etc.; 

• Emails sent or received; 
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• Email accounts; 
• Digital music; 
• Digital photographs; 
• Digital videos; 
• Software licenses; 
• Social network accounts (e.g., Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, etc.); 
• File sharing accounts (e.g., DropBox, Google Drive, etc.); 
• Financial accounts (e.g., bank, credit card, insurance, etc.); 
• Domain registrations; 
• Web hosting accounts; 
• Tax preparation service accounts; 
• Online stores; and 
• Other online accounts 

Steps You Can Take Now to Include Your Digital Assets in Your Estate Plan 

By planning ahead, you can arrange for full access to your digital assets by passing them to 
designated heirs through your estate plan. You can start by taking the following steps: 

• Make a list of all your digital assets which would include all your important passwords, 
online accounts, and digital property, and update this list regularly. Store your list in a 
secure location and make sure your family members know how to access it. An online 
storage service like Everplans (https://www.everplans.com/) can help with this task. 

• Password management apps can help simplify the task of storing passwords. 
Examples of helpful tools are LastPass (https://www.lastpass.com/ and 1Password 
(https://1password.com/) 

• Backup your digital assets in the cloud and also backup your data to a local computer 
or personal storage device. 

• Work with your estate planning attorney to update your wills, powers of attorney, and 
revocable living trust to include language giving lawful consent for providers to divulge 
the contents of your electronic communications to the appropriate people you name 
and be specific about which information you want to make available. 

 


